‘BUREAU OF joe ECONOMICS ea pes 
Reinier yet: WASHINGTON, Ds. Le it 


" TURKEY CROP DOWN THIS YEAR 


oes raising 3h, 667, 000 turkeys this year, 16 percent less than last 
ding to the p preliminary estimate of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
a e smallest crop since 1943, wut is 5 percent above the 1939-43 average. 

able price relationships ,umsual ly large storage stocks at the end Or get. 
high feed costs, and the uncertainty of 1947 turkey prices for the heavy | 
ng season caused the she rp decrease in numbers this year. In 196, orices 
> sharply after Thanksgiving and did not recover. Heavy toms were difficult to 
ever under a vrice differential, in some cases, as high as 20 cents yer yound, 
crease this year would have meet even erate er “cont that many breeders and 
he ~ymen, nable to dispose of their eggs or poults, elected to grow them out 
selves. ‘This was particularly true in the Pacific Coast States. Producers? 
ntions on January 1 also pointed to a crop 16 percent below a year agoe. 


All States except New Mexico, Georgia and Rhode Island show decreases in 

eys raised compared with a year ago, ‘The West North Central States are raising 
ercent fever turkeys than last year. All States in this region are dow. 

ply with decreases ranging from 10 percent in North Dakota to 30 percent in 

th Dakota. Decreases in the Western States range from 13 percent in Arizona to 
rcent in Montana, with the whole region down 16 percent. The number of turkeys 
ed in 1947 compared \ith a year ago shows decreases for the South Atlantic 

cy of 16 »ereent, South Central States 15 vercent, East North Central States 11 
ent ond the Worth Atlantic States 8 percent. 
The five leading turkey States in the order named are: California, Texas, - 
sota, Iown.and Oregon, These States which account for 44 percent of the 

ys being raised in 1947 are vroducing 16 percent fewer birds than last year.: 
eases by States are Colifornia diy’ gon cee Nata as 13 vercent, Minnesota 17 per~ 
» Lowa and Oregon 20 percent, : 


The 197 season begen vith 20 percent fewer breeder hens on farns than a year 
er, However, it soon became apparent that there would be an amole supply of 
ing egzs to meet the reduced demand for Soults The hatching season started 
wll and did not recover, The sharp jum in eel prices in March covmled “with, 
e uncert cinty of: turkey »rices dampened the maricet for poults., Hatching was 9) 
tailed and a surplus of hatching eggs develoved. ie ieee i revorting on yoults 
ed a 20 percent decrease in voults hatched during the first 7 months of this 
fe compared with the same months in 1946, Comments from turkey grovers indicate 
Bom losses have been smaller than usval. yin yay a 


" fhe Doiyi cat ‘reductions in turkeys this year were made by large producers 
VER 4 even in this ; group some grovers reported a subs tantial increase in their 
ey erouers vent out of the turkey business entirely. 


EARLY MARKETIVGS EXPECTED 
perry markethngs are expected to be earlier than usual and the »vrovortion 
Fketed before November is even larger than the record vroportion during 
d last yeor. If growers! intentions are realized, marietings in 
Meearlier will be the largest in 12 years of record. Growers expect to. 
ercent of their birds before November compared ‘iith 22.3 sercent last 
“vercent the 1941-45 average e.’ In November this year erovers expect to 
ent of their virds which’ contares vith 36.7 percent mar! ceted Saag 
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ee month in. “19h6,. High feed nie a 
main factors which influenced producers Ges fo) art: 
hear, However, there has been a fairly steady trend. ovard ea: 

for the past 8 years because flocks of early birds are easier 
smaller death losses and run less risk of early winter storm. Ores 


The actual marketing of the crop will depend to 2. considerable. exte 
later developments, Feed costs are expected to continue high and will 
higher this fall and winter than a year earlier. Even with a corn ‘Cron 
erably smaller than last yecr, however, feed supvlies 1ill be adequate. to 
birds to maturity, The Mone etan of feed costs to turkey prices will be an 
portant foctor this yerr in the marketing of turkeys. Growers can ‘be, expec od 
maricet the birds as soon ag they are in reasonably good finish to cut feed t 
In 1946 actual marketings vere somevhat later than intended. In 1945, 1943 
1942 actual marketings were about the same as growers! intentions reported in. 
aN but in 1944 and from 1938 to 1941. inclusive, they were sonevho.t late: 

About 78 percent of the early birds, those marketed in October or. en 
are produced in the West North Central and veeueeds States, vhere as) percent 
percent resvectively of the turkeys marketed fall in this class. About 80 2s 
of the turkeys produced in the West North Central States are expected to ‘be 
keted before December, For the country as a whole about 34 percent of ‘the tur 
are exoected to be marketed in December or later. s 


PROPORTION OF TURKEY CROP MARKETSD Il] DIFFERENT MOUTES: 
(Reporters? Ba ata 
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DIVISIONS ‘Oct. or 2 Now Sat Dees Jan. or’ Oct. ort Nov. 
Elks eld Neer Ler 0 i iy tia te i S| Chater tears ere a oe 
is ie Percent: Wah: 
N, Atlantic 10,7° +, 204% 35.8 12,8 99% 1 HOS) 
B.N.Central ge Arana a ns LG 12,4 17.9 hh 5 
V.N,Central A 5 Bo eu 18.9 6,1 43,1 36,4 
S. Atlantic USS DO ase aa 37 97 12.3 15e5 50 43 
S. Central Gs © Ls 4 33,0 18,4 ey N345 
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' PROPORTION OF UNITED STATES TURKEY 
CROP MARKETED IN DIFFERSIT MOIMTHS 
(Reporters! averages) 
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Oct. yor earlier’ November December 

Percent a 

1947 1/ Boek HOES 26,2 
1946 2243 36.7 28.4 
1945 19,6 36.4 30,0 
Lod 16.6 38.7 30.49 
1943 awe i My 1 sbi 
1942 Lae 411 3649 
1941 G45 ‘ 39.8 38 9 
1940 8.8 42.1 36.9 
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